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Umver5| ies get

set up senate, mgmt bodies

" Deadline
Postponed To
* February 28

* swatishindeGole
@timesgroup.com

Pune: Varsities in the state
have been given a three-
month extension toformase-
nate, management as well as
other bodies as per the Maha-

rashtra Public Universities

Act, 2016.

Several varsities have fal-
len behind the deadline to
process the elections and
form the crucial bodies. The
new deadline has been set for
February 28 ‘while the earlier
target date was November 30.

Theact was passed lastye-

" ar and, accordingly; elections

for the authority bodies of

the universities are to befor-

med through elections. While
at the Savitribai Phule Pune
University (SPPU), the Sena-
te election was held on No-
vember 19, the process rema-
ins in progress at many other
varsitiesacross the state.
State education minister
Vinod Tawde on Wednesday
said, “A cabinet meeting was

/held on Tuesday to discuss

.various issues that universi-
ties were facing on imple-
mentation of the new act. De-
lays in elections to clarity so-
‘me aspects of the rules and
(regulations were discussed
1 and the same would be infor-
med to universities soon. As
an immediate decision, we

~have extended the deadline

R SRR RS
HOW THE PROCESS WORKS

 separate electoral roll for
- collegium entitled to vote

» The registrar shall prepare

» The electoral roll shall be
published on the election por-
tal on the official website of
the university at least 45 days
before the date of election

ik ) ln case of any dispute, an
| appeal against the electoral
| roll shall be preferred to the
 vice-chancellor whose
decision shall be final
e

> The notice of election
“shall be given by the registrar
at least 25 days before the
electuon date

for elections to February 28,
2018.”

The Senate, management
council and academic coun-
cil are authorities of the uni-
versity that take important
decisions. All universities
‘must form a Senate body on
’prlorlty and hence elections
for the same would be held
first, followed by manage-
ment and academic council
elections.

“To start the procedure,
universities are in the pro-
cess of preparing electoral
roll and publishing it, which

takes over a month. Many
universities are initiating
this process and hence there
has been a delay,” Tawde ex-
plained.

On November 19, the sena-
te election was held peaceful-
ly at SPPU. Voting began at
9am across the 58 designated
centres in Pune, Nashik and
Ahmednagar. In total, there
were 113 voting booths across

the three districts. Apart
from a few minor incidents,
the senate voting process was
peaceful although the overall
voter turnout stood at47.6%.

Student poIIs
to be held
next year

SwatiShindeGole
@timesgroup.com

Pune: At a cabinet meeting
held on Tuesday, the state edu- :

" cation department has decided

that student elections will not :
be held for the current acade- :
mic year. The department sta- |
ted that the old procedure for !
student representation would !
be followed for current acade-
mic year. Elections would be
conducted from the 2018-19 aca-
demicyear.

~ Stateeducation minister Vi-
nod Tawdesaid, “By thetimeall
the universities complete the
elections, alot of time would be
gone. The last on the list is for-
mation of student body repre-
sentation. So, given the current
pace of implementation of the
newact, it would be best tohave

. thestudentelections in the 2018-

19academicyear.”

- Holding of student council
elections every year in the state
universities and their affiliated
coﬂe@swasakeyfeat\n'eof the
Maharashtra Public Universiti-
es (MPU) Bill, 2016, which was
passed by the state legxslature
in December 2016.

While pohncally-aﬂihated
student unions have cheered
the return of campus elections
that were banned in the state in
1992, some educationists and
students continue to be wary, fe-
aring violent protests and poli-
tical propaganda.
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